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Questions addressed to the Slovenian Government by DRFMG Members:

EPP

 Could you please provide the DRFMG Members with a factual reaction to the recent
articles published in respected media outlets (such as Der Standard, The New York
Times) which include serious concerns about the lack of respectful conduct toward the
media representatives?

***
S&D

 According to the proposed novel Media law, hate speech would only be prohibited on
a declarative level. Why does the proposed reform leave out all the provisions that
prohibit the promotion of inequality and intolerance in media? How will the media
independence be guaranteed under the current reform? Was the current reform
consulted with the civil society and professional organizations?

 How do you comment on the fact that the draft Media law omitted the provisions on
the transparency of financial resources that state-owned companies allocate to the
media (advertising, donations, paid publications and other services)? An important
provision that enables the acquisition of data for the implementation of supervision has
also been omitted from the proposed regulation of the register. What is the motivation
behind these amendments? How will the transparency of media ownership as well as
financial sources used by the media be guaranteed?
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 How does the government see the role of the investigative journalists? Is there national
legislation preventing political interference into editorial independence? If so, how
have these measures been implemented and how are the rights of the journalists
safeguarded in practice? Are there effective legal instruments in place to protect
journalists in case of systematic offenses or threats addressed to them by political
representatives? How can these measures be triggered?  Does referring to a female
journalist as “prostitute” qualify for offensive language?

 There were media publications that the Slovenian Ministry of the Interior has started a
review of certain already closed criminal investigations. Could you confirm this and if
yes, what is the legal basis for such reopening, how many cases are under review, at
what stage these cases were when closed - pre-trial proceedings or cases with final
Court decisions? What is the argumentation supporting such a review?

 Could you provide us with more information about legislative and institutional
framework in place in Slovenia for protection from discrimination and dissemination
of hate speech?

 In April 2020 the Slovenian Constitutional Court requested a verification of anti-corona
measures in order to justify their proportionality and necessity. In December 2020
Slovenian Constitutional Court ruled Government decrees on anti-corona measures as
regards prohibition of public gathering, restriction of movements and closing of
schools, invalid as those were never officially published in the Official Journal and
were therefore being un-lawful. Could you provide us with more information about the
current state of play and what follow up measures the government has undertaken in
order to guarantee the rule of law and lawfulness of these measures?

 In a blog post that you published in May 2020 under the title “War with the media”,
you stipulate that “the monopoly of lies can be brought down.”   Are you at war with
the media? Is attacking female journalists as “prostitutes” part of this war?

 Reporters Without Borders state in their 2020 report on Slovenia: “The SDS has stepped
up its campaign s of smears and threats against journalists, both on social media and in
the SDS’ own media outlets, some of which are now owned by KESMA, the foundation
in charge of a network of pro-government media outlets in Hungary. The high level of
media ownership concentration in Slovenia is weakening pluralism and encouraging
self-censorship.”

 Can you confirm that media outlets from your party are partially owned by the
Hungarian KESMA foundation?

 Several Slovenian media outlets have reported that a piece for Delo newspaper in which
your recent attacks on STA press agency are being criticized and which also quotes
MEPs was supposed to be printed on March 13. However, it was replaced by an
advertisement last minute and only appeared online ten days later.

 Can you confirm that the owner of Delo newspaper was recently awarded a multi-
million euro public contract for railway construction by a state owned company?
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***
Questions addressed to the Prime Minister

RENEW

 Following the OSCE/ODIHR Urgent Opinion on the Draft Amendments to The
Integrity and Prevention of Corruption Act: Has legislation been modified accordingly?
Did you establish an aggregated threshold, for the value of all the gifts combined,
received by a public official during a given period? Which is the procedure to appoint
the Commission for Prevention of Corruption? Could you explain in details the
Slovenian legislation on conflict of interest?

 According to OECD Working Group on Bribery in International Business
Transactions’ report, as of March 2021, Slovenian authorities had not penalized any
individuals or companies for foreign bribery violations since 1999. What is the
Government planning to do in order to step up foreign bribery enforcement? Are you
planning any training for officials aimed to early detect foreign bribery phenomena?
What does Slovenian legislation foresee to protect whistle-blowers?

 What follow up have you given to the questions of the European Commission and the
legal opinion with regard to the dismissal of the Statistical Office Director Nastav? Can
you explain in what way the dismissal is in line with the Code of Practice for the
European Statistics System, and notably the requirement of impartiality and
independence, and the aforementioned legal opinion, and notably the observation that
the wrong legal base had been chosen for the dismissal?

 Could you explain on which grounds judge Urška Klakočar Zupančič lost her position
as the head of the commonhold department of the Ljubljana Local Court after criticizing
Prime Minister Janez Janša in a closed Facebook group and she is currently facing
disciplinary proceedings? Do you consider a public official has freedom of opinion
when acting in her/his private capacity?

 Would you explain the changes in legislation that Slovenian Government is drafting on
rules to appoint prosecutors and which objective criteria have been envisaged?

 European delegated prosecutors to EPPO are to act independently. They are not
representing a member state. Can you clarify the reasons why the Government refused
to finalise the appointment of the two candidates already selected by the State
Prosecutor Council and approved by the Minister of Justice?

 The letter by the Association of State Prosecutors addressed to the Council of Europe,
reports about undue pressure from the Government on prosecutors, to bring specific
cases before the court. Can you clarify how this pressure could be compatible with the
separation of powers as principle of Rule of Law?

 According to decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Slovenia, No U-I-
83/20, on the legality and the constitutionality of the restrictions of constitutional and
fundamental human rights and freedoms during pandemic, the Covid legislation’s
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provisions did not respect the principle of proportionality and necessity. How has the
legislation been adapted to comply with the Constitutional Court decision?

 Can you give an overview of the actions taken to address any weaknesses or
shortcomings identified in the Country Chapter on Slovenia of the 2020 Rule of Law
Report by the European Commission?2020)

 As Slovenia will be acting as President of the Council in second half of 2021 can you
please highlight how do you intend to handle the Art 7 procedures against Hungary and
Poland?

 Will you commit yourself to continue the hearings and the peer reviews within the
Council on the Rule of Law based on the annual rule of law report of the European
Commission?

 Based on what law do you withhold your signature providing the annual budget of the
contract of the Slovenian Press Agency?

 As former journalist what is your understanding of the role of the media and journalists?

Questions addressed to the Minister of Culture

RENEW

 Could you provide us with a comprehensive overview of media ownership in Slovenia,
including the final beneficiaries and possible media concentrations? How will the draft
laws on media legislation improve media ownership transparency?

 Could you elaborate what Slovenian legislation foresees concerning the right to access
to public documents and participation of journalists to government’s press conferences?

 Could you provide us with a detailed summary of SLAPP pending cases against
journalists? Do you agree that SLAPP cases are threatening journalists’ independence
and, if so, are you willing to withdraw the cases?

 According to the Association of Journalists and Publicists, 77% of media in Slovenian
media landscape are "left wing" supporters. Could you explain criteria on which media
is labelled as “left wing” or “activist”? Would you consider that the presumed political
orientation would justify attacks on them?

 In light of Slovenian Strategy For Developing Non-Governmental Organisations And
Volunteering until 2023, how you will support civil society and NGOs in the future and
in particular to overcome the economic crisis connected to Covid pandemic? Which
criteria have been elaborated to allocate funding to NGOs? What are the arrangements
for consulting civil society on policies and legislation?

***



5

Questions addressed to the Slovenian Government

GREENS/EFA

 Would the Slovenian Presidency commit itself to organising hearings on Poland and
Hungary in the Council in accordance with Article 7(1) TEU?

 Would the Slovenian Government commit to ask the Venice Commission to assess the
Slovenian media legislation for its compliance with the standards of democracy and
fundamental rights?

 Are there sufficient legislative provisions to protect independence of the Director and
the Council of the Agency for Communication Networks and Services (AKOS)? Are
there any complaint mechanisms to be used in cases of undue interference? If not –
would the Slovenian Government propose the introduction of such provisions and
mechanisms?

 Are there sufficient legislative provisions to protect independence of the public service
broadcaster Radiotelevizija Slovenija (RTV SLO)? Are there any complaint
mechanisms to be used in cases of undue interference? If not – would the Slovenian
Government propose the introduction of such provisions and mechanisms?

 Are there sufficient legislative provisions to protect independence of the Slovenian
Press Agency (STA)? Are there any complaint mechanisms to be used in cases of undue
interference? If not – would the Slovenian Government propose the introduction of such
provisions and mechanisms?

 Would the Slovenian Government propose the provisions to prevent the conflict of
interests between media owners and politicians?

 Which provisions define the distribution of advertisements from state bodies and public
companies? Are there any requirements for proper public procurement? If not – would
the Slovenian Government propose the introduction of such provisions? Have there
been any complaints to competition bodies/courts over the distribution of such
advertisements in the last five years – if yes, please specify the outcome?

 Would the Slovenian Government propose to abolish criminal liability for defamation?
Have there been any criminal cases regarding defamation against journalists in the last
five years – if yes, please specify the outcome? Are there any mechanisms of redress
for journalists to protect themselves from harassment by politicians, and the freedom
of expression – from chilling effect of such harassment?

 How is the independence of the Prosecutor's Service ensured under the Slovenian law?
To what extent the Government is involved into decision-making, such as appointment,
promotion and dismissal of the prosecutors, allocation of cases, etc.? Are there any
complaint mechanisms to be used in cases of undue interference?
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 Would the Slovenian authorities be prepared to revise its decisions of May 2020
regarding the dismissals of several heads of state agencies/bodies? Please provide the
details of completed/pending court cases and information on the compliance with final
judgments, if any.

 Would the Slovenian government be prepared to publish the compliance report of the
fifth evaluation round as adopted by GRECO in October 2020?

 Please specify the funding available for NGOs in 2021 in accordance with the National
Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering.
Please indicate which public bodies take decisions on the allocation of funding, how
such bodies are appointed, which rules have to be complied with during such allocation.

 What steps does the government of the Republic of Slovenia take to ensure the
protection of non-government organizations and other actors in the area of alternative
culture, human rights, environment and independent media, including but not limited
to non-governmental actors located in Metelkova Street, Ljubljana?

 What is the time frame for the appointment of the two European Delegated Prosecutors
to the EPPO and precisely under which conditions will the government of the Republic
of Slovenia continue the process of their nomination?

 Which measures will the government of the Republic of Slovenia take to ensure an
efficient operation of the Ombudsman?

 How does the government of the Republic of Slovenia protect the independence of the
Advocate for the Principle of Equality and ensure it is allocated with adequate
resources, in line with the 2018 European Commission Recommendation on standards
for equality bodies and the ECRI: Revised General Policy Recommendation No.2 on
Equality bodies to combat racism and intolerance at national level?


